
 
 
 
I know many of you are experiencing frustration about the Holy Week services 
being full so quickly. Many parishioners have called and asked why more 
celebrations were not added to the schedule. First off, on Holy Thursday we are 
not allowed to have more than one mass. Even with Covid and the restricted 
number able to attend church, the instructions are to retain the universal law of the 
church which states that there only be one service. To accommodate all those who 
have expressed an interest in attending the Good Friday service it would mean 
adding at least 4 or more services, as there can only be 100 people at each one. 
We would need more volunteers, such as choir members, Lectors, and Ministers 
of Welcome, as well as people to clean the pews after each service to ensure that 
the scheduled services are conducted safely. We are having trouble finding these 
volunteers for the services we already have scheduled. It would be impossible to 
find enough for any added ones.   
 
I know this is a very frustrating time for you, especially since you were not able to 
attend Holy Week at all last year. It is difficult for me as well. This is my second 
Easter here at St. Jerome’s and I still have not celebrated it with the full community. 
But in this time of Covid, especially with the threat of the new variants increasing 
the risk of transmission, adding more services would mean bringing more people 
into contact with each other. It also exposes the priests to even more risk as they 
would have to be at every celebration. 
 
As we enter this time of the Passion of the Lord, let us reflect upon the sacrifices 
he made for us and then let us offer the sacrifices we must make this Holy Week 
for the health and safety of his people. I know that live steaming is not the perfect 
solution, but at least you will be with us in spirit, and we will be praying as one that 
next year we will finally all be together.  
 
Msgr. Michael  
 


